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THE FIRST CARDS

STILL: A KING CONSORTING WITH HIS HIGH PRIEST IN A
' RICHLY DECORATED ROOM OF BROCADES AND GOLDS. ’

ETHYL
Abraham Rabinowitz, I'm telling you now, and I'm not saying it
again. If you don't do something immediately, your whole North
Kingdom will pgo bankrupt, and this palace, with all these
tapastries, and brocaded draperies and palastinian chackas
and... what's this thing?

ABIE
Oh, that? That is a little thing one of my inventors thought
up. You just fill it with air, like this. When it is fully
blown up, you let go and it floats up into the sky. When it
gets way up there, a candle inside lights up, but it is so far
away, you can only see the glow, not the candle. 1Its something
to do with mirrors. But it is a very bright glow. You just do

this and there it goeS(A ba,“OOh \—'\sesj

ETHYL .
You and your inventors. They've brought you to the brink of
ruin and disastor. Them and the girls and the drugs. I'm
telling you, Abie, this card business is the only thing that
can save you. ' :

ABIE
Card business, Ethyl? Tell me again. What is a card?
ETHYL
Do I have to tell you a thousand times, Abie? A card is a
i S e one side is a picture of something. On

little greeting. All you have to do is
d it off to a friend or relative.

ABIE
ie, Ethyl?

ETHYL

d one to Arnie. And one to Moe. And one
maybe they will come in on the business
with S We can use some finmancial assistance from them and
they'll be only too glad to reap the profit once we get rolling.

ABIE
Well thepn, lets send three samples. Just to see how it works.
If they like them, we'll 3811 go into the card business with
you, Ethyl.

ETHYL

I just happen to have 3 right here. All you do is sign the
bottom.



ABIE
What is this picture, Ethyl?

ETHYL
It's a jewelled container, Abie.

‘ ABIE
Yes, but what does it hold? Frankensence? Myrr? What?

ETHYL
Nevermind, Abie, just sign the card.

ABIE SIGNS THE CARDS




SHEPARDS IN THE FIELDS

STILL: ON A HILL, ON A STARRY NIGHT, TwO SHEPARDS SLEEP,
WRAPPED IN ONE BIG SHEEPSKIN.

. SHEP
(waking up) What's that 1light vup in the sky? Like some
tremendous star?

OTTO
Probably some new trick of the King. He's always up to
something crazy.

SHEP
(Getting up) I feel I must go.

OTTO
Shep, are you seeing someone else?

SHEP
It's a feeling I have, Otto. Can't you feel the power?

OTTO
It's over between us, Shep, isn't it?

SHEP
No, Otto. You don't understand. I feel the urge to follow
that light.

OTTO
In the middle of the night?
SHEP
But Otto, can't you hear the call?
OTTO
You're just ing out cruising. It's a bright .night and you're

I wasn't born yesterday.

SHEP

OTTO

SHEP
It's a chance dI have to take. I must follow the light.

SHEP EXITS




ANGELS WITH WINGS

STILL: TWO ANGELS WITH WINGS. ONE S. LIGHTING, THE
OTHERS CANDLE. [ixc ¥ “j“}"'\‘) Gabriels candle-

GABRIELLE
What exactly is going on, Lucy?
. LUCY
1 don't know. Some crazy whim of the King. But there IS money
in it.
GABRIELLE

Thank god, because I'm broke, What do we have to do?

LUCY

Simply go to some designated place and stand around all night
holding these candles and singing.

GABRIELLE
There must be more to it than that?

LUCY
No. Just these wings. We have to wear them.

GABRIELLE
Are we suppose to be birds or something?

LUCY
I guess. All I know is the money's good and we sing until dawn.

GABRIELLE
I'm not good at memorizing words. What do we sing?

LUCY
Just one word. Hallillulia.

GABRIELLE

LUCY
st have to sing it. Over and over.
ia.

GABRIELLE
LUCY

Fine. Now, in the morning, we simply return the wings to the
palace and we get paid. Do you have a light?



/
Lyeys GABRIELLE

(Lighting candles) Sounds simple enough. What's that word again?
LuCY '
Hallillulia.
GABRIELLE
Hallillulia.
ANGELS EXIT SING]

"HALLILLULIA, HALLILLULI/




WISEMEN AT HOME
STILL: THREE WISE MEN CONSORT IN THEIR PALACE.

. SAMUAL .
Listen, Arnold? I got a message from Abie with a picture on
it. But I can't make out the picture. He's been in financial
difficulties lately, do you think he's having a break-down?

_ ARNOLD
I don't know. I got a message too. I think the picutre is a

Myrr container. What I can't figure is, does he want some or
is he giving some away?

MOE
That Abie! Why didn't he just write what he wanted? All he

did was sign his name. He's always up to something. Maybe we
should go visit?

SAMUAL

And I'11l bring a little Frankensense, just incase he does need
some?

ARNOLD
And I'll bring a casket full of jewlery. Custome stuff.

Cheap. This way, I'll have a casket to fill in case he is
giving something away.

SAMUAL
Good thinking, Arnie. Let's go wee what that Abie is up to?

THREE KINGS EXIT
BEARING GIFTS.
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WEARING ROBES AND CARRYING A LANTERN & CANE JOSEPH Y
ENTERS.

JOSEPH

Look, I'm an old man. Don't bother me. What do you want? You

wanna buy a bench? 1'11 sell you a bench. You want to know

about my personal 1life? Get 1lost. Mary is none of your -
business. I knew her father. We learned the trade together.

The girl is simple. Simple. She don't know nothing.

Then that masugana king comes along.. of course she was
impressed when he invited her up to his place. She's a poor, i
ignorant farmgirl. What does she know? Her old man couldn't ;
even make a success out of carpentry. They were poor. Poor.

I'm talking dirt-poor.

And she's at an impressionahle age. What? 15?7 Then who knows
how they drugged her once he got her up there to that palace of
his. Anyway, one thing obviously led to another and the next
thing I know, her old man's knocking on my door in the middle
of the night begging me to take her off his hands. She's with
kid. The king don't remember her name. No one will marry
her. Only I could save the family from complete disgrace.

So I said to myself, I said, 'Joseph, you're an o0ld man and
you're still not married. I have to do all my own cooking and
cleaning up. That's the worst part. Cleaning up. A young
girl like that, confused, frightened, she'll do right by you.
One hand washes the other. Right?

So that's the story. Are you happy? Are you satisfied now?
Good, then get out of here.

MARY ENTERS
MARY

JOSEPH

that stablet

the wings. I bad to get some air¥ Who

by ?

JOSEPH

Never you mind about bim. You can't leave that baby alone like
“that., I'm going in. And forget the man? There'll be no more
talking to strange men for you, young lady.

JOE EXITS



NEWSCASTER
Hello, Mary.
, MARY
(Shyly) .Hi.
NEWSCASTER

Do you mind if I ask you a few questions?

MARY

I have to hurry back. Joseph has a terrible temper.
know him.

NEWSCASTER
I'm sure he's under a lot of strain.

MARY
You don't know the bhalf of it.

NEWSCASTER

thtiaPPeneA,Z

You don't

L



MARY

MARY

| Bell, it was like this. Ope night, I simply got the spirit in
the dark and the next thing I know, I am pregante. My
boyfriend Joe, he freaks because it ain't his kid and he wants

to give me the shove, But I warp him, gy _baby might be the

Lord and he better be good to_me, because you can't mess with
the mother _of God. So he sticks.

2}_11_1’_ my folks and friends, they all disown me because I am

s_w_g;_e. and not married and all the peighbors are talking.
ce _and me, we have to move to a different town; So we travel
night and day trying to find a place, Joe muttering obscenities
all the way. And when I'm too_tired to go on.. Do you think
anyone will give us a place? 0. We're Jewish, don't forget.

3 So finally, we wind up in some pigstye,. a real barn. And

that's where my baby was born. Ifta hole. That dump back
there. :

4 Sso now . Joe starts to drink, and the baby, is always cryin
pecause the straw sticks him and the animals smell and stuffF.

5 _And there are these angels with candels all over the place ana

I'm scared shi s 1n case they start a fire,6 or something.
But ] _can't keep them gut because there ain't no_lock on the
door. In fact, there ain't even a door.

G M@_ all these weirdos keep trapsing through to see the freaks
' in the pigstye with the baby. And these three guys dressed up

for a bring rhipestones and incense and, that, mixed
with the cows and sheep doing number-twos all over the floor.

It becomes yery heavy.

7 And those darn _angels keep the place 1lit night and day so you
can't get a moment's rest, and eyverytime you happen to
T = - o

» hallillulja' all over the

(o) i a nervous breakdown, that
ﬂavwf v EER——

and the m- and

0o much. It's just tog much} And if I
ain.. well, I don't kpow. I just don't

r



A KING & A SHEPARD BOY

STILL: KING SAMUAL LEADS THE SHEPARD BOY, SHEP, BY THE
HAND,
SAMUAL
So, do you live around here?
SHEP
Just over that hill. But I live with a friend.
SAMUAL

Too bad. 1I'd invite you back to my place, but it's quite far
away. And besides, I'm on my way to see the King of the North,
Abie, because I got a message from him. But Abie is such a
scatterbrain, and the message was so confusing, that I figured
I'd better stop over and see what he wanted. I'm here with two
friends. They got mixed messages also. We stopped to take in
the scenery, but, somehow, we all wandered off into different
directions. You know how that is. And that's when I bumped
into you.

SHEP
I've heard of Abie. He's real royalty around these parts. But
I have never met him.

SAMUAL
Well, then, maybe that solves our problem. Why don't you come
with me to Abies? He's got a big place. You could spend the
night.

SHEP

I'd 1love to.

SAMUAL
two friends first. And unless I am
them? Over there, by that 1lighted
hat 1light at this time of night?

SHEP
y before. A 1lot of women and actors
nadles singing. And they all have wings

SAMUAL
Do they? Kinky! I must see this.

KING & SHEPARD EXIT

L



THINGS A.D.

STILL: TRADITIONAL PICTURE OF 3 KINGS WALKING IN SINGLE
FILE, ARNIE, MOE & SAM, AND FOLLOWED BY SHEP.

: ARNIE
Do you believe that Sam? We haven't been here 15 minutes and
already he picks someone up.

MOE
I just hope he's not bringing him over to Abie's. Really!
Whet o SAMUAL

Did.you—betieve—that scenef With the barn and the baby and
that grumpy old man and that young girl? She certainly has a
lot on her hands. That baby never shut up for a minute. What
a life she's going to have.

ARNIE
I have the feeling I've seen that girl before.

MOE
I can't believe you, Samual Silverstein, suggesting we 1leave
the Frankensense and Myrr. Now, what are we suppose to bring
to Abie's?
You know how I hate going to people's places empty-handed.

ARNIE
I wish I could remember where I saw that girl before.

SAMUAL
I didn't get the bit with the women with the wings? What was
that all about?

MOE
Something tells me Abie's behind all this.

ARNIE
At Abie's. I'm sure of it.

MOE
with a girl like that? She hasn't got
teenager.

Tpr—



‘_ SAMUAL

You don't know Abie, Moe. He takes 1liberties with the
local-yokals. He 1lures them back to his place. Naturally,
they're knocked-out by the decor. A few drinks. A few drugs.
And they don't know what they're doing. The next morning Abie
is terribly busy, and he stays busy for weeks afterward. Until
he forgets their names. And he does like them young!

MOE

samuAL (i gnorng Fhis)
So, it wouldn't surprise me at all if Abie's finger isn't
poking around in the middle of all this. And let's face it.
Did you see that babies eyes?

You should know.

MOE & ARNIE
ABIE!}}!

ARNIE
I can't wait to talk to Mr. Rabinowitz. Let's go.

3 KINGS & SHEPARD EXIT




TI'". FIRST XMAS CARD

§ri1l: A KING, ARKEHAM RABINOWITZ, CONSORTS WITH HIS
- it1G: PRIEST, ETHYL.

ETHYL
I'm telling you, Abie, it will work. We'll both make a mint.
It's a’ 11**1& Jopg range, of course, bhut invest now and
ton>rrow you relax. That's what I always say.

ABIE
It's already costing me too much. How many angels do we have
down there? Twenty?

ETHYL

Fifty. 1 had to double them. We need impact. By tomorrow,
everyone in town will wonder what happened tonight. Once those
three Yentas arrive and we talk them into the deal, the word
will spread clear cross to Rome in less than a month. With
their backing, we got it made. Then you can throw a feast or
something in honor of this 'mysterious' occassion. That's when
the myth will take off. In a year they'll be 1looking for
another feast. You know how dull and bleak winter can be. And
that's when you'll have them hooked. And that is when we start
with our Card Business.

They'1ll all want cards. Cards to remember. Cards to forget.
Cards to apologise, and to cheer up the elderly. But most
important, and this is our biggest seller by far, cards to
celebrate the mysterious occassion. In 3, 4 years, you'll be
kissing me in gratitude.

ABIE
And what's in it for you?

ETHYL

e old religion IS getting tarnished. I
build a new religion around might bring
ollowers. And what better way to start
occassion?

religion won't really be anything
e a few of the o0ld practices. Change the
Give those o0ld statues some new faces.

q: at. "And the bigger my religion, the more cards
you sell. I tell you this can't miss.

ABIE
Suppose it all gets out of hand?



ETHYL . .
We'll cross that bridge when we come to it. Believe me, Abie,
we got it made.

ABIE
What abgut the girl?

ETHYL :

]

She'll be well taken care of. h)c“?)w\' )\crf)ld'u,fe onThe virs

What about her? She'll get her, fair.share of comqi:y St?st.A.
car

ABIE
No. I mean, what if she talks?

ETHYL :
What's she gonna say? She doesn't know a thing. As far as
she's concerned, whe got a few innocent kisses, a few drinks,
and she passed out. She'll be a 1little confused, but then,
aren't we all?

THERE IS A KNOCK ON
THE DOOR

THE 3 KINGS & SHEP
ENTER

ARNIE
Abie? How are you, bubbala?

MOE
What is going on in this town? Abreham Rabinowitz, exactly
what have you been up to?

. SAMUAL
Abie, I want you to meet Shep. Shep, Abie. Abie, Shep.

ABIE
just kick off your shoes and get ready,
ral for you.

- fin -

€4ﬁfﬁr'



